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Why LED’s don’t work on HMMWV’s?  
The electrical system on the HMMWV was not originally designed for LED lights. LED 
running lights did not exist when the vehicle was originally developed. Consequently, LED 
lights will not function properly when added to the vehicle. 

 
What is the problem?  
The electrical system for the turn signals on the HMMWV allows some current to find a 
“sneak path” back into the flasher unit. With the original incandescent running light system, 
this does not cause the flasher to malfunction.  However, when LED running lights are 
installed, the residual current that reaches the flasher does cause it to malfunction. It remains 
“stuck” in the off position and the front LED turn signal lamps emit a dim glow and will not 
flash brightly with the turn signal. 
 
What happens? 
The “sneak path” is actually facilitated by the incandescent indicator lamp in the turn signal 
switch. It allows current to flow back through it to the flasher causing it to stay in the “off” 
position. Hence, with the head lights turned on, the front LED turn signals are dim. 
 
The Solution:  
Block the “sneak path” so that the residual electricity cannot flow back to the flasher and 
cause it to remain in the off position. Replace the incandescent turn signal indicator lamp 
with a diode – a single LED light!  It allows the flasher to function as it was originally 
designed for the HMMWV, with LED running lights. 
 
The LED diode could be purchased from: 
www.digi-key.com 

Part Number: L1074-ND for 12 Volt 
                       L1080-ND for 24 Volt 

          

    ktd 1/17/07 
 

Wellsboro Plant - RR #7, Box 942 - Wellsboro, PA  16901 - Phone: 570-724-6400 - Fax: 570-724-6732 
Coudersport Plant - 100 Market Street - Coudersport, PA  16915 - Phone: 814-274-5400 - Fax: 814-274 -5408 
Falconer Plant - 310 East Elmwood Avenue - Falconer, NY  14733 - Phone: 716-665-6214 - Fax: 716-665-6403 

McElhattan Plant - Route 220 & Reservoir Road - P.O. Box 329 - McElhattan, PA 17748 - Phone: 570-769-7231 - Fax: 570-769-4180 
Birmingham Plant - Waterfall Lane - Cradley Heath - West Midlands B64 6QB - UK - Phone: 011-44-121-559-2471 - Fax: 011-44-121-561-1415 

 

http://www.digi-key.com/

